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SUBJECT x Bottle Tost of the Col, .50, Carbine, H-S (lM 

TO t The Adjutant Gonorc.l, Washington 25, D. C. 

(Thruj Combat Analysis Section, Operations Division, WDGS - 
To : The Commanding General, Army Ground Forces) 

• 

1. PURPOSE* The information containod heroin is presented as a j 
spocial report oh tho now M2 carbine whioh can bo fired ns either a semi^ 
automatlo or a full-automatic weapon Sinco tho scrapie allotment of 125 
carbines has boon in this Theater of War for a 3hort timo only, a conclu¬ 
sive report 'on the performance of this weapon undor sustained ccffnbat is 

not possible. It is felt, however, that tho initial battlefield impressions 
of tho performance of the M-2 Carbino are of sufficient interest to 7/arrant 
their immediate transmittal ponding oho compilationa conclusive report 
when sufficient timo for a thorough toot, has ©lapsed, 

2. ’GENERAL* The events related in this report were experienced by 
T-5 Paul C . T To T a n , Ordnar.oo, U8AFPE Board, whp voluntarily entered the 
battle of MANILA for tho 3pocifio purpoao of testing tho M2 Carbino. All 
the fightlnc took place in downtown MANILA, thus affording on excellent 
opportunity for testing full automatic quolitios or the weapon. 

which normally would bo engaged with iemi-automatic fire wero neither sought 
after nor avoided. No targets at ranges greater than 150 yards wore engaged. 
Improvisod magazines of thirty rounds capacity, made from two ^ 

toon round nagazinos, were used in tho tests. The weather was* dry ***J$m* 
eliminating tho necessity of operating in mud or deep sand. Dust, nowovor, 
caused by crumbling buildings and hoavy exp.iosxvo olasts provaiicd. In 
gonoral tho M-2 Carbine gavo an exemplary performance in rts initial enttie 
tost, arousing enthusiastic and favor ‘ lo comments from all observers. 

5. EXAMPLES* 

a. On th© evening of 3 February 19U5 elements of the 1st Cavalry 
Division puohod through to tho SANTO ’TOMAS POW comp in MANILA but were not 
able to secure their route of advance. On tho morning of February 4th 
volunteors vroro callod for to ctolivor modloal supplies to all personnel 
temporarily trapped in tho camp. Corporal Nolan, armed with tho Cal. .30 
Carbine, M2 (T4) was among those who volunteered, Th© party was advancing 
north on R1ZAL STREET when an enemy two-door, right-hand drivo. Ford Sodan 
7/as seen apoTouching from tho south. Corporal Nolan and group toe* up a 
position on the left, sido of tho street, thus securing an advantageous positu 
from which firo oould bo dolivorod on tho driver. Th© otner soldiers agrooa 
to Rive Corporal Nolan first priority on tho targot so that he tost 

his carbino. Commencing at a range of 65 - 70 yards, 30 ™undo, in bur 
of 3 - 5 rounds, were fired into the vehicle. Initially tho fi.c v/as 
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diroctod at tho right front doof_of tho car in order- -iw-icrrr"tho driver, 
reserving tho 'latter par* of the fire for a gonoral spraying of tho other 
two pae son core, ;T3-^ vohiclo sv/orvod to tho loft'and come to a rolling stop. 
Excninati nn ,evealod that all occupants wre dead. Upon opening tho right 
f rr sv,* uoor of the car, it was socn that in addition to having received 
wounds in tho stomach and cheat, the driver's right leg w-ss almost severed 
from the body vrhero the thigh joins tho hio. Presumably, the bullets 
mushroomod slightly while' passing through The 'body of the vehicle, pro¬ 
ducing a shattering effect on the drivor f s leg. The other occupant of 
tho front scat had boon hit approximately five times in tho chest and stomach 
whilo the back seat passongor had received an oqual numbor of hito in tho 
face and chest. A follov/ soldier, operator of a Thompson sub-machinc gun, 
was so improssod by the carbine ho offerod all his ready cash for immediate 
purchase of the weapon, throwing in his sub-maehixto.gun to boot. Cthors in 
the party expressed, a dosiro to bo armed with a similar carbine. 


b. It bocamo nocossary *to clean out two Jap snipors located on 
tho roof of a three 3tory building. Fr< tho top floor, 
boosted so that hi3 hand and 3houldors -ctrudod through a 
skylight and saw, about 20 yards to his direct t-ont, a Jap 

side of the builSing. Resting his elbows on tho roof. Corporal Holan bought 
his carbino to his shoulder and fired about four bursts at the ampor. Tho 
other Jap had to be flushed from his hiding placo behind a brick chmney and 
oubooquontly waa killed with another vrbaporti Examination of oho first snipor 
rovonlod that ho hod been hit fifteen times. In the words of tho soldier 
"His (the Japt s ) flag ('Japanese flag worn around tho waist) wr.s ruined ana 
was not worth salvaging." 


o. on onoth.jr leriRRlnYi it was necessary to’ contain a small group 
of the onony until reinforcements could bo brought up. Ninoty rounds wore 
fired from the carbino in three to five minutes. The weapon become very 
het°and began to 3ir.okc but still ' unctio:' d porioctxy. 


ii. MAEFUIlCTIOlilKG: Thoro wore no failures which con bo | t ^but^_ 
to tho we apofaT " S i Toni5~5cca-» ion tho lip of tho magazine was tho bolt w^t 
hastily belie if«-tod into tho *«P« “ or tho°h^r?“ and 

forward the oartridgo cockod up at an an 0 lc, suriKiu,. y*. 

receiver and refusing to food into the chamber. 


5. MISCELLANEOUS QB35.».VAT IONS 


a. On ono occasion tho magazine catch inistood Mfetjjr look 

s ?atisssw 

of similar ini3ho.po m tho iuturo. 


b Because of tho light weight of tho weapon and ammunition, a 
hundred rounds of extra ammunition con b n carried without undue ha. dship. 


of f“o, however, rill cssiSt in distinguishing botwoen tnc two. 


- 2 - 

CONFIDEHTIAL 


-xeoski 

aawissviMa 


Xiuoq'.nv 





d. THe shbit- po-.vor is sufficient although not as great as tho 

uh-r? ".chine gun. 


o. The greater acouracy of the carbine resulting from its com¬ 
paratively slight reaction to recoil is a decided advantage over tho 
Thompson sub-machino gun. ,\ 

• *• 

f. The long magazine is not a handicap as might be expected and 

doos not materially hamper the assisnption of any of tho firing positions. 

* 

g. The carbine bayonet was r, '* usod, 

9 

h. . The oil caso on the carbine is soldora used since it is awlc*- 

Svard to got out of ito rococo in tho stock, is hard to refill and holds 

very little oil. Some soldiers aro prcnc to neglect the enro of tho weapon 
if they cannot procure othor cleaning equipment,..- 

6, RSGOt^.jHDATICNS i 

rifle be MM Ml fif-ilSV && ffi§ J§|| 


rifle bo do*clopo 
side, , ; V 


" rod be carried 


• ■ hi - . That-a cloanii'.g rod simile. 

in the butt of each carbine. 

*.»'.* * * • » 

o, That the male and female couplings of the cleaning rod bo of 
bras 3 or other non-rust material. 

d. That a lovror sling swivel pa plac.ed on the butt or side of the 
stock so that tho weapon may continue to bo carried as is tho Ml Carbino. 

7. CONCLUSIONS j Initial battlefield reactions to thc .CaL. ,20 Cnrbi.no 
M2(T4) indie cvfco "thoU c hos t '.root poRdibiliticS within the limitations ol its 
field and will bo preferred to the standard Ml Carbine. 


For tho COMMANDING GSN^RALt 


M, b.' KENDRICK 
Lt. Col.', AGO 
Asst Adj. General 
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